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This Report Card, aligned with the New York State Learning Standards, is designed to 
provide you with specific information about your child’s performance in each grade and in 
each subject.  It also includes behaviors and work habits that contribute to your child’s 
growth and learning.   
 
We are committed to ensuring that students are well prepared for the future. It is our 
professional responsibility to provide parents and students with complete and accurate 
information that reflects your child’s performance, and the indicators on the Report Card 
are designed to reflect achievement.  Achievement is measured by student’s performance 
at a single point in time and how well the student performs against a standard.  
 
This Parent Guide was written to assist you in understanding how your child is scored on 
the Holley Elementary Report Card. Providing a clear and complete communication tool is 
the main goal of our Standards Based Report Card. 
   
 
Changes in Our New Report Card 

The new report card is aligned to New York State Learning Standards and reflects 
updates in our instruction, curriculum and assessments.  You will find: 

1. Category titles and descriptors reflecting skills  
needed to master NYS and District Standards. 
 

2. Grading keys reflecting student progress toward  
NYS and District Standards (1-4 scale). 
 

3. Learner Behaviors reflecting expectations for skills  
necessary to be a successful learner.  
 

Standards-Based Report Cards 

There are four essential components to a standards-based  
system. 

1. The subject standards as outlined by NYS and the  
District that describe what a student should know and  
be able to do at an identified point in time. 
 

2. The standards-based curriculum that a teacher uses  
to ensure that classroom instruction targets these standards. 
 

3. The assessments that a teacher uses to measure learning 
and the extent to which a students has met the standard. 
 

4. The communication tool that allows a teacher to report accurately a student’s 
progress toward meeting standards four times throughout the school year. 

 

NYS and HCSD 
Standards

HCSD 
Curriculum and 

Assessments

Reporting
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Quick View  

Academic Areas and Student Performance Levels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These 

descriptors (1-4) 

are used to 

report 

achievement in 

the NYS and 

District grade-

level Standards. 

These 

descriptors       

(A, C, I, N) are 

used to report 

student Effort 

and Learner 

Behaviors. 

Current and 

expected 

reading levels 

are reported 

using a letter 

level from the 

Fountas & 

Pinnell Reading 

assessment. 
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Quick View  

Learner Behaviors, Attendance and Teacher Comments  

 

 

 

 

 

Learner Behaviors are 

essential skills for 

becoming a successful 

learner. 

 

Student achievement is 

reported four times a year. 

Teacher comments will 

include more specific 

information about 

student progress and 

content covered. 

Attendance area 

provides a 

record of the 

number of days 

present and 

days absent for 

each marking 

period. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: Why a Standards-Based Report Card? 

A: Standards-based report cards provide:  

1. In-depth student assessments 
2. Consistent evaluations throughout the year 
3. Consistent evaluations between students 
 

Q: How does this help communication with parents? 

A: Standards-based report cards enable parents to receive accurate information based on cumulative student progress 
throughout the marking period.  They also: 

1. Promote more detailed and meaningful conversations with parents at parent-teacher conferences 
2. Allow for careful and precise monitoring of student achievement 
3. Reflect grade-level standards, skills and expectations so parents gain a complete idea of student progress 

Q: Why are not all standards listed on the report card? 

A: Teams of teachers and administrators reviewed the NYS and District standards for each grade level and each 
subject and chose descriptors which were considered most significant for student learning in each grade level. 

Q: Why are there no letter or percentage grades? 

A: A standards-based report card’s rubric approach (1, 2, 3, 4) provides information about a student’s achievement 
without the need for letter or percentage grades.  Letter and percentage grades: 

1. Follow a teacher’s individual assessment and expectations 
2. Do not show a student’s performance toward state and district standards or expectations 
3. Tell only how a child performed on specific assignments and do not allow for growth and progress and learning 

over time 

Q: Can a student perform at a level 3 and then move to a lower level the next marking period? 

A: The expectations change from one quarter to the next as students build skill toward the end of the year grade level 
expectations.  This means: 

1. A student may meet the grade level benchmark during the first quarter, but as the expectations increase, the 
student may not demonstrate the same level of proficiency the next quarter. 

2. A student might receive a 3 in the first quarter and then receive a 2 in the second quarter. 

Q: Why are some areas on my child’s report card not evaluated this quarter and why does the report cards show 
N/A? 

A: Not every standard is taught every quarter, while some are woven throughout instruction all year long. 

1. Some standards spiral and can be taught each marking period, so they are assessed more frequently. 

2. Some standards are based on a hierarchy, meaning another must be mastered before the skill can progress to 
something more difficult. 

3. Some classes (typically Science and Social Studies) are based on units that alternate by quarter, resulting in an NA 
for one marking period. 

  When standards are taught, they are evaluated and will be reported on the report cards.  
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MATH  
Grade 4 
Listed below are the clusters emphasized in fourth grade: 

 
 
 
Below we have listed some of the Grade 4 content indicators that are most complex or wordy, and 
provided explanations and examples that help clarify their meaning.  

 
Standard: Multiplies whole numbers where the product is less than 144 fluently  
Students know their multiplication facts where the product is less than 144. Another way of saying that is 
they know their times tables up to 12 x 12. If they do not have them memorized, they have an efficient 
strategy for figuring them out.  
 
Standard: Use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit 
arithmetic efficiently Grade 4 builds off understandings introduced in 3rd grade.  
Teachers will be looking for evidence such as:  

 Students add and subtract multi-digit numbers.  

 Students have flexibility in breaking numbers apart (decomposing numbers) and understand the 
importance of place value and the distributive property in multi-digit multiplication.  

 Multi step problems 
 
Standard: Solves problems with fractions 
Grade 4 builds off understandings introduced in 3rd grade.  

 Students decompose (break-apart) the non-unit fraction into a combination of several unit fractions  

 Students add and subtract fractions using a variety of strategies. 

 Students multiply by whole numbers using repeated addition. 
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Standard: Use place value understanding and properties of operations to perform multi-digit 
arithmetic efficiently Grade 4 builds off understandings introduced in 3rd grade.  
Teachers will be looking for evidence such as:  

 Students add and subtract multi-digit numbers.  

 Students have flexibility in breaking numbers apart (decomposing numbers) and understand the 
importance of place value and the distributive property in multi-digit multiplication.  

 Multi step problems 
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Multi Step Problems:  
 

  
  

  
 

This multi-step problem requires students to apply their knowledge of multiplication of a multi-digit number 
by a single-digit number.  While most students may apply the multiplication algorithm, they should be 
encouraged to use whichever strategy they are most comfortable with to complete the multiplication.  
The sum of $375 and $137 may be found before subtracting it from Kate’s total salary, or the two amounts 
may be subtracted separately. 
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Comparing fractions and decimal examples: 
 

 
 

 

 Multi step problems 

  

 

  

E 
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Multi Step Problems:  
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ELA  
 Grade 4 Reading Benchmarks:  

Quarters Fountas & Pinnell 
Reading Level 

1 P 

2 Q 
3 R 

4 S 

Writing: 

 Narrative:  

 Overview of Unit: In this unit, students will be crafting realistic fiction stories as a form of 

narrative writing. This is the first time in their elementary education that narrative writing 

isn’t about a personal narrative, so while you will lean on that experience to guide the 

teaching of this unit, students will be thinking about narrative writing in a whole new way. 
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Narrative (cont.) 
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Opinion Writing: 

  

 Overview of Unit: In this unit, students will learn a variety of more sophisticated strategies for 
introducing their topics, and students will learn to provide reasons to support their opinions, as well as 
facts and details to elaborate on these reasons. One of the major shifts in opinion writing from fourth to 
fifth grade is in the area of logic and organization.  
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Opinion (cont.)  

 

 



16 

 

  

Informational/Explanatory: 

 
 The expectation is that students will be bringing with them all they know about information writing from 

previous years and that their work in this portion of the unit will meet the big requirements of the third-grade 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS). For example, they should be able to introduce a topic and group 

related information) and then develop the topic, elaborating with some facts, definitions, and details. Most of 

the class time is spent writing rather than researching, so this makes it especially important for students to 

rely on research they have already done, when possible. 
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